Aortic dissection presenting as an acute ischemic stroke for thrombolysis.
Thrombolysis for the treatment of acute ischemic stroke requires careful selection of patients. The authors report a case of aortic dissection presenting with acute ischemic stroke for which emergent ultrasonographic evaluation was helpful in the diagnosis and subsequent treatment. The patient presented with acute middle cerebral artery ischemic stroke symptoms and complained of bilateral ear and chest pain. Chest x-ray, cardiac enzymes, and transthoracic echocardiogram were normal, and she was considered for thrombolytic therapy. Carotid ultrasound revealed right common carotid occlusion that led to the diagnosis of aortic dissection, confirmed by chest computed tomography. An experienced sonographer with skills to perform rapid intra- and extracranial examinations may help to change the treatment plan for acute stroke patients.